62                          FASHION IN PABIS.

Fashion.    Modern attire  and  modern co<
alike over ornamented.    Thirty years ago,
in dress, especially in the morning, was
thing:   if by any extraordinary chance a
lady of rank condescended to take a wal
occurrence),  she  could  only be  remarke
extreme plainness and neatness of her at
any article of dress that could in anywise
what might be worn by the lorette of tha
studiously shunned.    To be taken for anyl
lower grade than what she was, and spokei
unknown person, would have been looked
insult so great that the humiliating incidi
never have been breathed to mortal ear;
a-days it is  considered only a good joi
astonished and horror - struck would be
ladies of the Eestoration, if they could rise
graves and behold their granddaughters
the demi-monde in their dress, language,
ners; affichant their liaisons in the sight o:
walking into their lovers' houses unveilc
guised,  or riding with them publicly,  ar
their carriages called under their own nan
restaurants, or small theatres, where they !
t&te-a-tdte !

The dignified, artful, proud, but perhaps
virtuous, grandmother would have been
ably disgusted, not so much at the imrt]
at the bad taste displayed in such arrai
which then existed just as much as now
supposed to be unknown. Great was tit
ment of the clever and charming Lady
one of her small receptions thirty years aj
ing the celebrated statesman, Comte M *
Montijo, she was voted beautiful and charming, but
